AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1-2. Cancelled 

3. (Currently Amended) A method^ comprising: 
prior to a live, in-person auction, 

establishing a starting bid for an item in an online environment by performing a 
an interactive pre-auction bidding process in the online environment for a 
predetermined amount of time , the pre-auction bidding process including 

communicating the item to online users, 

receiving bids for the item from online bidders, and 

choosing as the starting bid a highest bid from the bids received ; 

communicating the starting bid for the item to the live, in-person auction; and 

during the live, in-person auction, 

updating bidding information associated with the item in the online environment 
to reflect a current bid associated with the item in the live, in-person 
auction[[;]], 

accepting a bid from an online bidder in the online environment reflecting the 
online bidder's maximum proxy price[[;]]^ and 

bidding on behalf of the online bidder against one or more live bidders that are 

participating in the live, in-person auction based upon the maximum proxy 
price. 
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4. (Currently Amended) A method^ comprising: 

prior to a live, in-person auction, establishing a starting bid for an item for a live 
portion of an auction in an online environment by performing a-an 
interactive pre-auction bidding process in an-the online environment for a 
predetermined amount of time , the pre-auction bidding process includi ng 

communicating the item to online users, 

receiving bids for the item from online bidders, and 

choosing as the starting bid a highest bid from the bids received ; 

commimicating the starting bid for the item to the live^ portion of the in-person 
auction; and 

perfomiing the live, in-person auction. 

during th e liv e auction portion of th e auction: 

updating bidding information associat e d with th e it e m in the onlin e 

e nvironm e nt to r e fl e ct a cuir e nt bid associat e d with the item in th e 
liv e portion of th e auction; 

acc e pting a bid from an online bidder in th e online e nvironm e nt r e flecting 
th e onlin e bidd e r's maximum proxy pric e ; and 

bidding against on e or mor e liv e bidd e rs that ai' e pr e s e nt at th e hv e auction 
portion of th e auction until on e of 

th e maximum proxy pric e has b ee n e xc e ed e d; and 
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no furth e r liv e bids ar e r e c e ived. 

5. (Currently Amended) A comput e r system:, comprising: 

a storage device having stored therein a one or more routines for integrating an 
online bidding process with a live , in-person portion of an auction; and 

a processor coupled to the storage device , the processor for e x e cuting to execute 
the one or more routines to provide feedback to online bidders in an online 
envirormient dxiring the live^, portion of th e in-person auction and serve as 
a proxy bidder for the online bidders, where: 

prior to the live, in-person auction, a starting bid is estabhshed for an item 
for th e liv e portion of th e auction in the online envirormient bv 
performing an interactive by p e rfonning a pre-auction bidding 
process in the online environment for a predetermined amount of 
time , the pre-auction bidding process including 

communicating the item to online users, 

receiving bids for the item from online bidders, and 

choosing as the starting bid a highest bid from the bids 
received [[;]], 

communicating the starting bid for the item to the live, in-person auction, 

during the live, in-person auction, feedback is provided to the online 

bidders by updating bidding information associated with the item 
in the online environment to reflect a current bid associated with 
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the item during the hve^ portion of th e in-person auctionrf;]], and 

proxy bidding is accomplished by accepting a bid from one or more of the 
online bidders reflecting the online bidders' maximum proxy price^ 
and 

bidding on behalf of the one or more online bidders against one or more 
live bidders participating in the live^ portion of th e in-person 
auction based upon the maximum proxy price until th e occurr e nc e 
of on e of: 

each of th e on e or mor e onlin e bidd e rs' maximum proxy pric e has 
be e n e xc ee d e d; and 

no furth e r liv e bids ar e r e c e iv e d . 

6. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable medium having stored thereon data 
representing sequ e nc e s sets of instructions , th e s e qu e nc e s of instructions which, 
when executed by a proc e sso r machine , cause the proc e s s or machine to: 

prior to a live, in-person auction, 

establish a starting bid for an item for a liv e portion of an auction in an online 

environment by performing a- an interactive p re-auction bidding process in 
aft-the online environment for a predetermined amount of time , the pre- 
auction bidding process including 

communicating the item to online users, 

receiving bids for the item from online bidders, and 
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choosing as the starting bid a highest bid from the bids received ; 

conimunicate the starting bid for the item to the live^ portion of th e in-person 
auction; and 

during the Hve , in-person auction portion of th e auction[[:]]^ 

update bidding information associated with the item in the onhne environment to 
reflect a current bid associated with the item in the hve . in-person portion 
of th e auction, 

accept a bid from an onUne bidder in the onhne environment reflecting the onhne 
bidder's maximum proxy price, and 

bid on behalf of the online bidder against one or more Uve bidders that are 

participating in the live, in-person auction based upon the maximum proxy 
price. 

bid against on e or mor e liv e bidders that ar e pr e s e nt at th e hv e auction 
portion of th e auction until on e of: 

th e maximum proxy pric e has b ee n e xc ee d e d; and 

no furth e r liv e bids ar e r e c e ived. 

7. (New) The method of claim 3, wherein the communicating of the item to the 

online users comprises providing access to catalog information for items available 
in the live, in-person auction, to enable the online users to perform one or more of 
the following: search the catalog information for the item, view the item, and bid 
on the item during the pre-auction bidding process. 
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8. (New) The method of claim 3, fiirther comprises providing the online users with 
an audio webcast of the live, in-person auction. 

9. (New) The method of claim 3, further comprises providing the online users with a 
video webcast of the live, in-person auction. 

10. (New) The method of claim 4, wherein the performing of the live, in-person 
auction further comprises: 

updating bidding information associated with the item in the online environment 
to reflect a current bid associated with the item in the live, in-person 
auction, 

accepting a bid from an online bidder in the online environment reflecting the 
online bidder's maximum proxy price, and 

bidding on behalf of the online bidder against one or more live bidders that are 

participating in the live, in-person auction based upon the maximum proxy 
price. 

1 1 . (New) The method of claim 4, wherein the communicating of the item to the 
online users comprises providing access to catalog information for items available 
in the live, in-person auction, to enable the online users to perform one or more of 
the following: search the catalog information for the item, view the item, and bid 
on the item during the pre-auction bidding process. 

12. (New) The method of claim 4, further comprises providing the online users with 
an audio webcast or a video webcast of the Hve, in-person auction. 

13. (New) The system of claim 5, wherein the processor is further to provide access 
to catalog information for items available in the live, in-person auction, to enable 
the online users to perform one or more of the following: search the catalog 
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information for the item, view the item, and bid on the item during the pre-auction 
bidding process. 

14. (New) The system of claim 5, wherein the bidding on behalf of the one or more 
online bidders comprises bidding the bid price for the item when an amount of the 
bid price exceeds the current bid for the item. 

15. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 6, wherein the commxmicating of 
the item to the online users comprises providing access to catalog information for 
items available in the live, in-person auction, to enable the online users to perform 
one or more of the following: search the catalog information for the item, view 
the item, and bid on the item during the pre-auction bidding process. 

16. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 6, wherein the sets of instructions, 
which when executed by the machine, further cause the machine to provide the 
online users with an audio webcast of the live, in-person auction. 

17. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 6, wherein the sets of instructions, 
which when executed by the machine, further cause the machine to provide the 
online users with a video webcast of the live, in-person auction. 

18. (New) A machine-readable medium having stored thereon data representing sets 
of instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to: 

prior to a live, in-person auction, establish a starting bid for an item in an online 
environment by performing an interactive pre-auction bidding process in 
the online environment for a predetermined amount of time, the pre- 
auction bidding process including 

communicating the item to online users, 
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receiving bids for the item from online bidders, and 

choosing as the starting bid a highest bid from the bids received; 

conmiunicate the starting bid for the item to the Uve, in-person auction; and 

perform the live, in-person auction. 

19. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 8, wherein the sets of instructions 
which, when executed by the machine, ftirther cause the machine to: 

during the live, in-person auction, update bidding information associated with the 
item in the online environment to reflect a current bid associated with the 
item in the live, in-person auction, 

accept a bid from an online bidder in the online environment reflecting the online 
bidder's maximimi proxy price, and 

bid on behalf of the online bidder against one or more live bidders that are 

participating in the live, in-person auction based upon the maximxun proxy 
price. 

20. (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 8, wherein the conmiunicating of 
the item to the online users comprises providing access to catalog information for 
items available in the live, in-person auction, to enable the online users to perform 
one or more of the following: search the catalog infomiation for the item, view 
the item, and bid on the item during the pre-auction bidding process. 

21 . (New) The machine-readable medium of claim 1 8, wherein the sets of instructions 
which, when executed by the machine, further cause the machine to provide the 
online users with an audio webcast or a video webcast of the live, in-person 
auction. 



Application No. : 09/45 7,466 
Docket No.: 003801. P004 



9 



22. (New) A system, comprising: 
a storage medium; and 

a processor coupled to the storage medium, the processor to 

prior to a Hve, in-person auction, estabHsh a starting bid for an item in an onHne 
environment by performing an interactive pre-auction bidding process in 
the onUne environment for a predetermined amount of time, the pre- 
auction bidding process including 

communicating the item to online users, 

receiving bids for the item from online bidders, and 

choosing as the starting bid a highest bid from the bids received, 

communicate the starting bid for the item to the live, in-person auction, and 

perform the live, in-person auction. 

23. (New) The system of claim 22, wherein the processor is fiirther to: 

during the live, in-person auction, updating bidding infomiation associated with 
the item in the online environment to reflect a current bid associated with 
the item in the hve, in-person auction; 

accepting a bid from an online bidder in the online envirorunent reflecting the 
online bidder's maximum proxy price; and 

bidding on behalf of the online bidder against one or more live bidders that are 

participating in the live, in-person auction based upon the maximum proxy 
price. 
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24. (New) The system of claim 22, wherein the commimicating of the item to the 

online users comprises providing access to catalog information for items available 
in the live, in-person auction, to enable the online users to perform one or more of 
the following: search the catalog information for the item, view the item, and bid 
on the item during the pre-auction bidding process. 
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